
Dear Petitioner:  

 

Thank you for accessing the Tribunal website. Your case is important to the Tribunal. 

 

The questionnaire below is intended to gather preliminary information regarding your petition 

for a declaration of nullity.  All of the questions are important and must be answered in detail. 

Before completing the questionnaire, please read all of the following information.  The 

following pages explain the questionnaire and the overall process in some detail.  Please 

follow the instructions carefully.  Return the completed questionnaire and documents to the 

Tribunal by postal mail. Please note that all incidents of child abuse, as required by 

Archdiocesan policy and Pennsylvania state law, are reported to the appropriate 

authorities. 
 

When we have received your completed materials: (1) If all materials are in order, you will 

receive a telephone call from the Tribunal to schedule the date and place of your hearing; (2) 

If there are documents missing or incomplete, you will be informed of what is missing and 

you will need to bring it with you to your hearing. 

 

The following materials MUST accompany the returned questionnaire: 

1. A BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE ISSUED WITHIN THE LAST SIX MONTHS for 

yourself (if you are a Catholic). 

2. A BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE ISSUED WITHIN THE LAST SIX MONTHS for 

your former spouse he/she Catholic). If you do not know where your former spouse was 

baptized, the Catholic Church where you were married can tell you where the baptism 

occurred but cannot issue a certificate. 

3. A CHURCH MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE ISSUED IN THE LAST SIX MONTHS (if 

the marriage occurred in a Catholic Church or with a dispensation).  This is not the same as 

the Civil License. 

4. A CERTIFIED CIVIL MARRIAGE LICENSE. 

5. A CERTIFIED DECREE OF CIVIL DIVORCE.  

If neither party is Catholic none of the first three items is needed. 

All documents are returned to you at the hearing.  

 

CONCERNING THE QUESTIONNAIRE: 

1. Please answer all questions as completely as possible. A completed questionnaire saves 

valuable time for the Tribunal and assists us in fully serving you. A detailed answer to 

QUESTION #54 is very helpful in the interview. That answer also helps the Tribunal 

determine if your case can be handled by the Short Process, or by the Bishop’s Process, given 

by Pope Francis. 

 

2. Please be sure to complete all of the questions, making certain that you have birth, 

baptismal, and divorce dates filled in. 

 



3. IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO ATTEMPT TO PROVIDE THE TRIBUNAL 

WITH AN ADDRESS FOR YOUR FORMER SPOUSE. If you are unable to supply us 

with one, a detailed written record of the efforts you have made must be submitted and 

accompany your questionnaire. In order for your petition to be accepted, you must attempt to 

provide us with a means to contact your former spouse, the Respondent; e.g. the address of his 

or her parents, children, siblings, or place of employment if you are certain. At times this is 

impossible but the attempt must be made at least through a means such as a Google or 

whitepages.com search.  You, yourself, will not be involved in the contact which the Tribunal 

will have with your former spouse. 

 

CONCERNING THE FUNCTIONING OF THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. ORDINARY PROCESS AND BISHOP’S PROCESS: Most of the cases requiring a 

declaration of nullity will be handled according to the normal process which begins with the 

completion of the initial questionnaire and takes about four to eight months. Pope Francis also 

opened up the possibility of a different process. If both the former husband and wife are 

seeking a Declaration of Nullity and will sign to such, and if both of their testimonies and 

reasons for the Declaration of Nullity are in agreement, then it is possible to move the case to 

the Archbishop for a decision. In his estimation, if the case is proven then he can grant a 

Declaration of Nullity. If he has any questions about the case or it is not proven to his 

satisfaction, then the case goes back to the normal process that has always been used and is 

noted above. Most cases are treated in the ordinary process. 

 

2. TIME ELEMENT:  Each case is unique.  The time required for a given case is governed 

by the cooperation of the parties, the witnesses, and the number of cases ahead of yours.  

Unopposed cases are usually completed in four to eight months. 

 

3. PROOF OF THE GROUNDS: The Tribunal will need proof of your testimony for the 

grounds for a Declaration of Nullity.  In order to obtain this proof, witnesses will need to 

participate.  Usually, witnesses will be relatives, friends, or persons who have been associated 

with you at least from the beginning of the marriage in question and who are in a position to 

give pertinent information in writing. 

 

4. TRIBUNAL CONSULTANTS:  In many cases, a final decision cannot be reached without 

the assistance of a psychologist or psychiatrist associated with the Tribunal.  Their opinion is 

usually needed by the Tribunal toward the end of the process. You will be contacted if this 

meeting is necessary. 

 

5. RIGHT TO APPEAL: The right to appeal is always safeguarded. If someone is opposed to 

a declaration of nullity, one can always appeal an affirmative decision. If a declaration of 

nullity is not granted, that decision can always be appealed. An affirmative decision cannot be 

guaranteed. 

 

 



6. COURT COSTS:  Effective December 21, 2015, there are no longer Court fees at the 

Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. The Holy Father, Pope Francis, encourages those 

who are able to make a contribution to do so, in order to offset the expenses of the Tribunal. 

The administrative cost of the Tribunal is $800.00 per case. Any contribution toward the 

Tribunal ministries is greatly appreciated after the completion of the process. 

 

7. CONTACT WITH THE TRIBUNAL: In order to protect your privacy and uphold 

procedures: 

   No telephone calls (or email) will be accepted requesting any information on the status of 

any case because there is no way to be certain of the caller’s identity. Once a case begins, all 

requests for information must be in writing and sent to the Presiding Judge in your case. 

   No information will be given to third parties (second spouses, fiancée, parents, etc.). Only 

the Petitioner or Respondent can seek information on a case and must do so in writing.. 

 

Please return the completed questionnaire to the following address: 

 

The Tribunal 

222 N. 17th Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103-1299 

 

If you are in need of any assistance or have any questions about the annulment process, please 

call the Tribunal at 215-587-3750. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Tribunal Staff 

 

N.B.: A person, who needs a declaration of nullity from a prior marriage, cannot schedule a 

marriage in the Catholic Church until the annulment process is complete. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Single

Engaged

Remarried

Have you or your former spouse ever applied for an annulment before?  If so, please give the 
details. 

*If you answered yes, please call the Tribunal to clarify the marital status of the person within  
the Church 

Signature of Petitioner: 

Date:

Any questions about the form, please call the Tribunal at 215-587-3750 


